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Next Meeting: 21 August 

    Hollis VFW        
August 2022 Newsletter  

Vol. 32 Issue: 8     Serving Hollis and Brookline                  August 2022 

The Hollis VFW meets the third Sunday of each month at 7 PM. Meetings are at the American Legion Hall, 38 Main Street, 
Brookline, NH. 

You can also attend via Zoom at: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86999020485?pwd=blA2NlZNMFo5cFhwVHlKUkVWTXMxZz09; 
Meeting ID = 86999020485; Passcode: q47TDf, or, by Phone = (646) 558-8656; Meeting ID = 86999020485#. 

If you wish to join or have questions about the VFW, please call one of the Post Officers. 

July Meeting Minutes
Meeting Open Time: 7:00 PM at the Brookline 
American Legion Hall and via Zoom. 5 members 
and no guests present. 

Membership: Rich Bensinger has moved back 
to Virginia and will be transferring his 
membership to the Post in his neighborhood. 

Minutes: A motion was made by Andy 
Seremeth to dispense with the verbal reading of 
the Minutes from the June meeting as they were 
published in the newsletter; seconded by Bob 
Smith and unanimously approved. 

Quartermaster’s Report: The Quartermaster’s 
Report was read. A total of $260.50 was 
received from the Post from a check from the 
Town of Hollis in the amount of $195 for flags; 
$3.50 from dues; and Chris Lussier reported the 
Post received $62 from a raffle the Post was the 
beneficiary of. No checks were written by the 
Post. Andy Seremeth made a motion that the 
Quartermaster’s report be accepted as read, 
pending audit; seconded by Bob Smith and 
unanimously approved.  

Service Officer: Bruce Moran stated hospital 
visits are still limited. He recently conducted a 
Pinning Ceremony for a Korean War Army 
Veteran, Fred Kearns. 

Comrade in Distress:  
• Bob Smith stated his son is doing as best 

that can be expected. Comrades are asked 
to keep his son and their family in their 
prayers. 

• Bruce Moran stated his wife, AnnMarie, is 
doing much better after being rushed to the 
hospital a few days ago for a heart problem. 
He stated her and her sister’s got together 
the other day in a mini family reunion, and all 
had a good time. 

• Andy Seremeth stated he is feeling well and 
will have a checkup on his bladder cancer in 
September. 

Correspondence: Nothing to report. 

Committee Reports: Three gift cards were 
given out to the Patriots Pen winners. 
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Remember the National Home: The Post said 
prayers for the National Home and their 
residents. 

General Orders: As distributed by the 
Department and District and posted on the 
Department website. 

Old Business: 
• Memorial Day: An After-Action Review of the 

event will be conducted on Monday, 18 July, 
at the Fulchino Vineyard. 

• Chris Lussier stated the Boston Billiard 
Company bought the old Radisson Hotel 
near Exit 1 off Rote 3 and is moving into the 
facility. Chris says we should be hearing 
from them soon about an event for our Post. 

New Business:  
• The Hollis Old Home Days will be 16 and 17 

September. Bob Smith made a motion that 
the Post reserve a spot for the Hollis Old 
Home Days event at a cost of $25; seconded 
by Andy Seremeth and unanimously 
approved. 

• The Patriot Pen gift cards cost an additional 
$27.95 to purchase. Andy Seremeth made a 
motion that the Post add this to the 
reimbursement for George Robinson and 
that the Post reimburse George for the 
purchase of the gift cards at a total cost of 
$327.95; seconded by Bruce Moran and 
unanimously approved. 

• Bruce Moran made a motion that the Post 
reimburse Chris Lussier in the amount of $25 
for registering the Psot for the National 
Convention; seconded by Bob Smith and 
unanimously approved. 

• Andy Seremeth made a motion that the Post 
reimburse Chris Lussier in the amount of 
$300 for the gas cards Chris purchased 
based on the motion from the last meeting; 

seconded by Bruce Moran and unanimously 
approved. 

For the Good of the Order: 
• Bob Smith stated a “woke group” seems to 

have taken over Monticello and Montpelier, 
the residents of Thomas Jefferson and 
James Madison respectively, and are 
preaching a history derogatory to the former 
Presidents and the United States simply 
because they were slave owners, just as 
many citizens throughout the world at that 
time were. Bob feels the attitudes of these 
“historical selectiveists” are promulgated 
from our schools and universities and are 
feeding the attitudes of many throughout our 
country and how they feel the United States 
is a “terrible country.” He said we see 
evidence of the wanton destruction and 
burning of our cities with no repercussions as 
an increasing breakdown in our society. Bob 
stated we, as Veterans who defended this 
country, and the world, from totalitarianism, 
must stand up against these attacks on our 
Nation and support patriots and our 
American history. 

• Chris Lussier stated the Slakas played at 
Hollman Stadium on the 4th of July. As they 
closed their show with a rousing rendition of 
“God Bless America,” he said he could feel 
the Patriotic Spirit emanating from the 
audience. 

• Greg d’Arbonne stated he attended the 
“Swim With a Mission” (SWaM) event at 
Fisher Cat Stadium yesterday. Many great 
demonstrations by military and Police units 
and support from various Veteran 
organizations. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM. The next 
meeting is 7 PM, Sunday, 21 August at the 
Brookline American Legion, 38 Main Street, 
Brookline, NH and by Zoom. 

News For & From Members 
Commander Tigert Sends Greetings from Finland 

Our Post Commander is visiting family in Finland and sends the following picture of the local traffic 
obstructions in Finland. ���� (see next page) 
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Calendar of Events 
Added/Changed events are highlighted in yellow. 
August: 

• 21 Aug: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 25 Aug: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

September: 

• 17 Sep: Hollis Old Home Days, 8 AM to 4 PM, Nichols Field, Hollis 

• 18 Sep: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 22 Sep: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

October: 

• 16 Oct: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 27 Oct: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

November: 

• 11 Nov: Veterans Day Ceremony, 11 AM. Location to be determined. 

• 17 Nov: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 20 Nov: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 
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Please Make Sure You Renew ASAP 
If you pay annually for your membership, we ask that you renew as soon as possible so we can 
meet our numbers for the year now and not have to rush at the end of the year (which is June). 
You can renew at a meeting, or you can renew online 
(https://www.vfw.org/OMS/QuickRenew.aspx), but please renew!! 

News of Interest to Veterans 
VFW Elects First Iraq War Veteran to Lead Organization 

When it comes to recruiting and retention, ‘Every Veteran Counts!’ 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (July 21, 2022) — Timothy M. Borland, of Benson, Arizona, was elected today 
as the new national commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), a congressionally 
chartered veterans service organization comprised of more than 1 million eligible veterans and 
military service members from all six branches of the armed 
forces. 

“My slogan this year is ‘Every Veteran Counts,’” said Borland. 
“It’s our service to country, and courage to defend that country 
that makes us veterans. Every veteran from every war and 
conflict is important.”   

Borland’s election as the VFW’s 114th Commander-in-Chief 
occurred at the conclusion of the organization’s 123rd national 
convention in Kansas City, Missouri. The gathering was the first full national convention since 
2019. During his acceptance speech, Borland urged the members both attending in person and 
watching via live-streaming video, to welcome the new generation of veterans eligible for 
membership in the VFW, noting the significance of his election.  

“There’s a new wave of veterans that have returned home from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and they’re ready, willing, and waiting to join our ranks. One of those veterans is standing right 
here behind this podium,” said Borland, referring to himself. “I am an Iraq War veteran and very 
proud to be the first as your Commander-in-Chief.” 

VFW membership eligibility requires honorable service in a war or expedition on foreign soil or in 
hostile waters. Borland served in the U.S. Army from 1979 to 2007, last serving with the 101st 
Airborne Division. He earned his VFW eligibility with service in Operation Iraqi Freedom and in 
defense of the Republic of Korea. In recognition of his military service and contributions during 
deployment, he received numerous decorations, to include four Meritorious Service Medals, four 
Army Commendation Medals, eight Army Achievement Medals, seven Good Conduct Medals, two 
National Defense Service Medals, the Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal, the Iraq 
Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Korea Defense Service Medal, 
and four Overseas Service Ribbons. Among his many awards and achievements, he also earned 
the Drill Sergeant Identification Badge, and a Bachelor of Business Administration and Master of 
Business Administration from Touro University in Cypress, California. 

https://www.vfw.org/OMS/QuickRenew.aspx
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Borland’s remarks struck a balance between embracing younger members taking leadership roles 
in the organization and honoring service and faithfulness of long-standing members of the VFW. 

“It’s time for a new generation, but not forgetting the old. It’s time to pass the torch, but at the same 
time, remember and appreciate the torch being passed, and by whom,” said Borland. “You see 
comrades, brothers and sisters, every veteran in this room counts and so do the ones we still need 
to seek.” 

He became a Life member of the VFW in 2000. He currently maintains his Gold Legacy Life 
membership at VFW Post 9972 in Sierra Vista, Arizona, 35 miles from his home in Benson, where 
he resides with his wife, Shannon. Boland has received 19 consecutive Century Awards for 
recruiting 100 or more comrades into the VFW. He has served in elected and appointed positions 
at the Post, District and Department levels, culminating with his election as the VFW Department of 
Arizona commander from 2011 to 2012, in which he earned the distinction of All-American 
commander status and received the distinguished Triple Crown Award. On the national level, 
Borland has served on several committees, including the National Council of Administration from 
2012 to 2016, Vice Chairman of the National Legislative Committee from 2017 to 2018, Chairman 
of the National Programs Committee from 2018 to 2019, National Security and Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Bylaws and Resolution Committee, Time and Place Committee, and numerous other 
committees. Borland is also a member of AMVETS, the American Legion, and is a life member of 
Disabled American Veterans. 

“We will continue to recruit and mentor others to recruit,” said Borland. “Draw upon each other for 
ideas to help develop new strategies, new tactics, and unique ways of doing membership and 
programs.” 

“So, put your recruiting and retention plans to work!” exclaimed Borland. 

  

 

  

VA’s iRest™ Yoga Nidra Meditation phone-based classes can help you relax deeply, release 
stress, increase resiliency, and more. This free class takes place every Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. ET 
and every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. ET. It is designed for all Veterans. Join as many classes as you 
wish. No registration required.  

Call-in information for classes 
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Tuesdays, 5:00 p.m. ET                                             Thursdays, 8:00 p.m. ET 

Phone:       404-397-1596 or                                         Phone:   404-397-1596 or 

                   833-558-0712 (toll free) 

Access code: 433 794 55                                              Access code: 199 731 6363 

Learn more at this class from VA’s War Related Illness and Injury Study Center at yoga-nidra-
meditation-veteran-DC-CA-WRIISC-combined-flyer.pdf (va.gov) and Integrative 
Health and Wellness at the DC WRIISC - War Related Illness and Injury Study Center 
(va.gov). 

    

 

988 is the NEW Suicide Crisis Line number starting July 16, 2022 

The Veterans Crisis Line will soon have a new number—Dial 988 then Press 1—but offer the same 
support. Save the number in your phone. You never know when you or a fellow Veteran might 
need it. For more information, visit VeteransCrisisLine.net/about/988. After activation, Veterans 
and their loved ones can still call the original Veterans Crisis Line number—1-800-273-8255 and 
Press 1—to reach responders.  

VAMC Manchester Recreational Therapy Events - Saturday's 

Recreation Therapy will begin having outings on Saturdays. If you, or if you know someone, who 
would like to be a Saturday Volunteer, and enjoys the outdoors and doing fun things, let myself, 
Michelle, or Robyn know. - Stella M. Lareau, Chief, Center for Development and Civic Engagement 
(formerly Voluntary Services), Manchester VA Healthcare System; W: 603-624-4366 X6419; C: 
603-851-4703 

Help Build the Veteran Database at the NH Veterans Heritage Learning Center 

At the NH State Veterans Cemetery is the "Veterans Heritage Learning Center" to help people 
learn about NH's rich military history. One of the active displays is the Remembrance Station 
where veterans or family/friends can enter an entry of their military history and other information - 
as much or little as they want. Photos of people and items can also be added to the entry. 

Please take a few minutes to enter your name and military, etc. bio info (whatever you'd like to 
share). OR enter a family member who is/was a veteran or a friend. Here's the link to Veteran Bio 
Input Form: https://www.vhlc.org/stories-of-service-station/veteran-bio-form 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..eQ-2jzKf7tXJMlQTkWFxsA1htH-RV9kbjI11HE5gB2M/s/405261670/br/130225056603-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..eQ-2jzKf7tXJMlQTkWFxsA1htH-RV9kbjI11HE5gB2M/s/405261670/br/130225056603-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..0dlHxc8qje00z58flTuoIZAc6anLO1OSqAEsuvH9tdo/s/405261670/br/130225056603-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..0dlHxc8qje00z58flTuoIZAc6anLO1OSqAEsuvH9tdo/s/405261670/br/130225056603-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..0dlHxc8qje00z58flTuoIZAc6anLO1OSqAEsuvH9tdo/s/405261670/br/130225056603-l
about:blank
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Points To Ponder 
The views expressed in the following articles are deemed interesting enough by me to include in 
the newsletter. I take full responsibility and the content does not reflect the opinion of the members 
of the Post. Please contact me if these articles offend you. – Greg d’Arbonne 
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E-mail addresses are for the use of the members to pass information and not to be sold or freely passed to others without formal 
consent of the member. No funds solicitation is authorized via e-mail. 

The Crust of Bread 

by Anonymous 

Post member and WW II Veteran Bob Smith remembers the poem below from when he was a child 
and his mother used to say it to their family during the Great Depression. These words are timeless 
and great words to remember for our own times as well. 

I must not throw upon the floor 

The crust I cannot eat; 

For many little hungry ones 

Would think it quite a treat. 

 

My parents labor very hard 

To get me wholesome food; 

Then I must never waste a bit 

That would do others good. 

 

For willful waste makes woeful want, 

And I may live to say, 

Oh! how I wish I had the bread 

That once I threw away!. 

 

 

Post Officers 
Commander: Mark Tigert - (240) 344-8291, chiefmt@gmail.com 

Senior Vice Commander: Mark Andrews                  Junior Vice Commander: Paul Ricci 

(603)732-6113; agav8r1997@gmail.com    (215) 534-0634; Paul.Ricci@emc.com 

Quartermaster: Chris Lussier     Chaplain: Bruce Moran 

(603) 465-2676; clussier@tds.net    603-465-1040; bruce.moran@hotmail.com 

Service Officer: Bruce Moran      Adjutant: Greg d’Arbonne 

(H: 603-465-7611; C: 603-465-1040; bruce.moran@hotmail.com  (603) 672-5830; C: 978-604-8835; gdarbo6844@aol.com 

Post Mailing Address: VFW Post 11373, c/o Commander, PO Box 1012, Hollis, NH 03049 

Post Website: http://www.hollisvfw.org/ 

mailto:clussier@tds.net
mailto:bruce.moran@hotmail.com
mailto:bruce.moran@hotmail.com
mailto:gdarbo6844@aol.com
http://www.hollisvfw.org/
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