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Next Meeting: 16 October 

    Hollis VFW        
October 2022 Newsletter  

Vol. 32 Issue: 10     Serving Hollis and Brookline            October 2022 

The Hollis VFW meets the third Sunday of each month at 7 PM. Meetings are at the American Legion Hall, 38 Main Street, 
Brookline, NH. 

You can also attend via Zoom at: https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86999020485?pwd=blA2NlZNMFo5cFhwVHlKUkVWTXMxZz09; 
Meeting ID = 86999020485; Passcode: q47TDf, or, by Phone = (646) 558-8656; Meeting ID = 86999020485#. 

If you wish to join or have questions about the VFW, please call one of the Post Officers. 

September Meeting Minutes
Meeting Open Time: 7:00 PM at the Brookline 
American Legion Hall and via Zoom. 9 members 
and no guests present. 

Membership: Greg d’Arbonne stated he gave 
the two Army Recruiters who were at Old Home 
Days with us applications to join the Post. He 
will follow-up with them. 

Minutes: A motion was made by Bruce Moran 
to dispense with the verbal reading of the 
Minutes from the August meeting as they were 
published in the newsletter; seconded by Andy 
Seremeth and unanimously approved. 

Quartermaster’s Report: The Quartermaster’s 
Report was read. Chris Lussier stated the Post 
paid $400 for the recommended donations from 
VFW at State level, and $98 for the pocket-size 
Constitutions ordered for Old Home Days. The 
Post collected $84 in donations at Old Home 
Days. Bruce Moran made a motion that the 
Quartermaster’s report be accepted as read, 
pending audit; seconded by Andy Seremeth and 
unanimously approved.  

Correspondence: 
• Chris Lussier stated that he, as the Post 

Quartermaster, is Bonded. 
• Chris Lussier and Greg d’Arbonne stated the 

Post received a letter from a company that 
represents licensees of pictures. The letter 
claimed the Post used a picture of the late 
General Powell in the November 2021 
newsletter that the Post was not licensed to 
use. Greg stated he called the National VFW 
and spoke to the legal department because 
the picture came from National, and Greg 
simply “cut-and-pasted” the article about 
General Powell’s death that National sent out 
to all Posts worldwide. National advised 
Greg to not pay any fine and to refer the 
company to the VFW National organization. 

• The Post received an e-mail from Jim 
Bélanger that the fee for the Post website 
was due in the amount of $90. Andy 
Seremeth made a motion that the Post 
reimburse Jim for this expense; seconded by 
Bruce Moran and unanimously approved. 

Comrade in Distress:  
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• Bob Smith stated his son passed away 
recently. The members expressed their 
condolences to Bob and his family. 

• Bruce Moran stated his wife is home but is 
having difficulty breathing and needs 
constant care. 

• Greg d’Arbonne stated Bob Delia’s cancer is 
spreading and he is receiving more 
treatment. 

• Jim Bélanger stated his brother Richard, a 
Post member as well, had a stroke. Jim 
stated he asked a local VFW and American 
Legion Post near his brother’s house to 
assist with needed accommodations to 
Richard’s house. Jim also reported his 
brother Larry, and his brother Michael (a 
Post member as well) are also having some 
medical issues and asks we keep them in 
our prayers as well. 

• Russ Norris stated the District 5 Commander 
recently lost his wife and sister. 

Committee Reports:  
• Scholastic Awards: George Robinson stated 

the Middle School will submit essays for the 
patriots Pen, and the High School has 
posted information about the Voice of 
Democracy for students looking for 
scholarship money to attend college. 

Old Business: 
• Hollis Old Home Days, 17 September: 

o Greg d’Arbonne and Chris Lussier will 
setup the booth at 0700 the morning of 
17 September and will have the pop-up 
awning and Poppies.  

o Zach Buffington and Russ Norris will be 
at the booth all day. George Robinson 
and Chris Lussier will be at the booth in 
the afternoon.  

o Due to the lack of members available that 
day, the Post will not march in the 
parade. 

o Bob Smith stated if the VFW is supposed 
to “defend and protect the Constitution” 
why are we allowing our international 
borders to be open. He stated that New 
York City is putting illegal immigrants in 
hotels while Veterans are homeless. HE 
stated he wants our Post to host a 

session for the community about the US 
Constitution. After much discussion on 
what can be done, Greg d’Arbonne made 
a motion that the Post expend up to $400 
to purchase 200 copies of a pocket 
Constitution to hand out to people at Old 
Home Days and a sign at the VFW booth 
saying something about the Constitution; 
seconded by Bruce Moran and 
unanimously approved. The members 
discussed the verbiage for the sign, and it 
was agreed that it should say “Veterans 
take an oath to support and defend the 
Constitution. The VFW welcomes an 
open discussion about the US 
Constitution.” 

• Hollis Old Home Days (OHD):  
o The members who attended said it was a 

good event but did not have the crowds 
as in the past. The location of the Post 
was not along the main thoroughfare and 
that also impacted on traffic to our booth..  

o The members discussed why is the Post 
there and it was agreed that it is good to 
be there so members of the community 
know the Post exists and we can help all 
Veterans, whether VFW members or not. 
A recommendation is to have the DAV or 
VA van at the event next year. 

o The members discussed if the Post 
should collect donations of clothing items 
like socks that we give to the VA 
Manchester and the Veterans Home in 
Tilton? If we do this, will that be perceived 
as fund-raising, necessitating we pay the 
higher fee to have a booth on the main 
thoroughfare? It was agreed to discuss 
this before next year’s OHD. 

• Veterans Day, 11 November: 
o Chris Lussier stated he spoke to Rev. 

Rasmussen and ask if we can use the 
Church amphitheater and the church for 
the ceremony on 11 November at 11 AM. 
She told Chris she will ask the Parish 
Council for a decision. 

o Greg d’Arbonne stated the schools will 
probably celebrate the holiday on 10 
November. He will publish the various 
ceremonies in the next newsletter. Greg 
d’Arbonne made a motion that Chris 
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Lussier be the Guest Speaker at the High 
School Veterans Day Assembly on 10 
November; seconded by Andy Seremeth 
and unanimously approved. 

o For the ceremony, Commander Tigert will 
be the MC. Greg d’Arbonne will send the 
agenda from previous ceremonies out to 
the Post leadership and ask for any 
changes for this year. The members will 
discuss the ceremony at the October 
meeting. 

o Bruce Moran spoke to the DAR Regent 
and asked her to keep their remarks brief 
and Veteran focused. 

o The “4 Vets” will sing the National 
Anthem. 

Remember the National Home: The Post said 
prayers for the National Home and their 
residents. 

General Orders: As distributed by the 
Department and District and posted on the 
Department website. 

New Business:  
• Greg d’Arbonne stated the Brookline 

American Legion Post is upgrading the 
plumbing in the Legion Hall and would like 
our VFW Post to contribute to half the cost. 
Chris Lussier made a motion that the Post 

contribute up to 50% for the cost of repairing 
and upgrading the plumbing in the Legion 
Hall; seconded Bob Smith and unanimously 
approved. 

• Chris Lussier stated he was contacted by Al 
Fulchino about the Annual Grape Festival. 
The festival is the same day as our October 
meeting, 16 October, and is the day the Post 
will be inspected. It will be difficult to have a 
table for the Post at the Grape Festival the 
entire time due to these commitments. Greg 
d’Arbonne will contact Dr. Laura Landerman-
Garber with the “Holiday Cards 4 Our Military 
Challenge” program to see if we can share a 
table at the event. 

• The members discussed holding a public 
session to discuss the Constitution. While all 
support this effort, the timing of the session 
was discussed at length. It was agreed that 
we would have to wait until after the New 
Year to do this due to the other obligations 
we have through the end of the year. 

For the Good of the Order: 
• For those interested, Cigar Night at 

Fulchino’s will be 6 October. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:21 PM. The next 
meeting is 7 PM, Sunday, 16 October at the 
Brookline American Legion Hall, Brookline, NH 
and by Zoom. 

News For & From Members 
Veterans Day Activities (preliminary information) 

Veterans Day is just around the corner, so time to start coordinating activities. Some of 
the schools will have a Veterans Day program. We will hold our ceremony on the 11th of 
November at 11 AM.  

• 5 November: we will distribute Poppies at the Hollis Transfer Station. Please 
consider volunteering an hour of your time to help. 

• 10 November 

o 8:00 AM at the Middle School. 

o  9:45 AM at the High School. Our Post Quartermaster, Chris Lussier, is the Guest 
Speaker. 

o 1:30 PM at the Hollis Upper Elementary School 
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• 11 November at 11 AM at the Congregational Church in Hollis (next to the 
Common). The ceremony is planned for outside in the gathering place at the church 
but if the weather is “nasty,” we will hold it inside the Church. “Uniform” for all is our 
usual VFW hat, blue blazer, tie, white shirt, and gray slacks. Feel free to wear your 
military awards and decorations on your jacket. Please dress according to the 
weather to keep yourself warm. 

Calendar of Events 
Added/Changed events are highlighted in yellow. 
October: 

• 16 Oct: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 27 Oct: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

November: 

• 10 Nov: various school Veterans Day ceremonies. More details in newsletter. 

• 11 Nov: Veterans Day Ceremony, 11 AM. Location to be determined. 

• 17 Nov: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 20 Nov: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

December: 

• 15 Dec: Brookline American Legion Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

• 18 Dec: Hollis VFW Monthly Meeting, 7 PM, Brookline Legion Hall 

Please Make Sure You Renew ASAP 
If you pay annually for your membership, we ask that you renew as soon as possible so 
we can meet our numbers for the year now and not have to rush at the end of the year 
(which is June). You can renew at a meeting, or you can renew online 
(https://www.vfw.org/OMS/QuickRenew.aspx), but please renew!! 

News of Interest to Veterans 
VAMC Manchester Drive-through Flu Clinics 

The Manchester VA Medical Center will be conducting their annual drive-through Flu 
Clinics during each Thursday in October (10/6, 10/13, 10/20, and 10/27) and also on 
Friday (10/7) from 0800-1600. All are reminded that face masks are required even 
though you will be in your private vehicle.

https://www.vfw.org/OMS/QuickRenew.aspx
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New Program - Compassionate Contact Corps 

I am happy to announce that, in conjunction with Social Work Service, we are starting a 
Compassionate Contact Corps program. This program is about matching up volunteers with 



7 

 

 

homebound Veterans and having scheduled phone-calls. There are NO face-to-face meetings, nor 
would you be allowed to meet, everything is done by phone. 

We are finding, through our colleagues, that this is a wonderful opportunity and Volunteers and 
Veterans, across the Nation, are benefitting from the sense of belonging and talking to another 
person. 

If you are interested, please let me know!!! 

Stella M. Lareau 

Chief, Center for Development and Civic Engagement (formerly Voluntary Services) 

Manchester VA Healthcare System (135), 718 Smyth Road, Manchester, NH 03104 

W: 603-624-4366 X6419; C: 603-851-4703 

Thanksgiving Dinner Baskets for VASH 

I have attached a Hospital Promotion that will also be in the October Auxiliary GIs, but I would also 
like it to be emailed out to Auxiliaries/Post via Department email because of the following which will 
help justify my actions:  

Last year when I promoted this, many had mentioned they wish they had earlier notification to 
inform their members at their individual meetings and be able to follow the proper protocol to vote 
on it. This timeline I outline in my flyer helps to eliminate this stress and have this project be we 
executed in a timely fashion not just for the Post/Auxiliaries but also myself.  

I have just recently dealt with Stand Down and recruiting Auxiliary donations which unfortunately 
came in extremely late to the Department thus resulting in giving me only 2 days to shop with the 
funds to attend the Stand Down on the 23rd of September. I am sure you can appreciate the stress 
and pressure I was under to accomplish this to allow for a VFW Auxiliary presence at this year's 
stand down. I apologize for the additional work I may create on your part but taking this action in 
hopes it will encourage members to respond sooner than later.  

If you can just forward the flyer without my written explanation, I would greatly appreciate you 
doing so. Thank you again for your help.  

Madeline Dreusicke, Dept VFW Auxiliary Chairman, Hospital/VAVS 
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Help Build the Veteran Database at the NH Veterans Heritage Learning Center 

At the NH State Veterans Cemetery is the "Veterans Heritage Learning Center" to help people 
learn about NH's rich military history. One of the active displays is the Remembrance Station 
where veterans or family/friends can enter an entry of their military history and other information - 
as much or little as they want. Photos of people and items can also be added to the entry. 

Please take a few minutes to enter your name and military, etc. bio info (whatever you'd like to 
share). OR enter a family member who is/was a veteran or a friend. Here's the link to Veteran Bio 
Input Form: https://www.vhlc.org/stories-of-service-station/veteran-bio-form 

Points To Ponder 
The views expressed in the following articles are deemed interesting enough by me to include in 
the newsletter. I take full responsibility and the content does not reflect the opinion of the members 
of the Post. Please contact me if these articles offend you. – Greg d’Arbonne 

Exercise: Maybe We Are Being Fed Misinformation 

In case you feel bad about missing your exercise today, ponder this: The inventor of the treadmill 
died at the age of 54. The inventor of gymnastics died at the age of 57. The world bodybuilding 
champion died at the age of 41. The best footballer in the world, Maradona, died at the age of 60. 
James Fuller Fixx, credited with helping start America's fitness revolution by popularizing the sport 
of running, died of a heart attack while jogging at age 52. 

BUT ...  The KFC inventor died at 94. Cigarette maker Charles Winston died at the age of 102. The 
inventor of opium died at the age of 116, in an earthquake. And, the Hennessey Liquor inventor 
died at 98. How did smart people come to the conclusion that exercise prolongs life? The rabbit is 
always jumping up and down, but it lives for only two years, and the turtle, that doesn't exercise at 
all, lives 400 years. Get some rest, chill, stay cool, eat, drink, and enjoy your life. 

Lexophile Competition 

“Lexophile” describes those that have a love for words used as in a play on words such as "You 
can tune a piano, but you can't tuna fish,” and “To write with a broken pencil is pointless. An annual 
competition is held by the 'New York Times' to see who can create the best original lexophile. This 
year's submissions:  

• I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's syncing now.  

• England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool.  

• Haunted French pancakes give me the crepes. 

• I know a guy who's addicted to drinking brake fluid, but he says he can stop any time.  

about:blank


14 

 

 

E-mail addresses are for the use of the members to pass information and not to be sold or freely passed to others without formal 
consent of the member. No funds solicitation is authorized via e-mail. 

• A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months.  

• When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A.  

• I got some batteries that were given out free of charge.  

• A dentist and a manicurist married. They fought tooth and nail.  

• A will is a dead giveaway.  

• With her marriage she got a new name and a dress.  

• Police were summoned to a daycare center where a three-year-old was resisting a rest.  

• Did you hear about the fellow whose entire left side was cut off? He's all right now.  

• A bicycle can't stand alone; it's just two tired.  

• The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine last week is now fully recovered.  

• He had a photographic memory, but it never fully developed.  

• When she saw her first strands of gray hair she thought she'd dye.  

• Acupuncture is a jab well done. That's the point of it.  

• I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me.  

• When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble.  

• When chemists die, they barium.  

• I stayed up all night to see where the sun went and then it dawned on me. 

• I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can't put it down. 

 

 

Post Officers 
Commander: Mark Tigert - (240) 344-8291, chiefmt@gmail.com 

Senior Vice Commander: Mark Andrews                  Junior Vice Commander: Paul Ricci 

(603)732-6113; agav8r1997@gmail.com    (215) 534-0634; Paul.Ricci@emc.com 

Quartermaster: Chris Lussier     Chaplain: Bruce Moran 

(603) 465-2676; clussier@tds.net    603-465-1040; bruce.moran@hotmail.com 

Service Officer: Bruce Moran      Adjutant: Greg d’Arbonne 

(H: 603-465-7611; C: 603-465-1040; bruce.moran@hotmail.com  (603) 672-5830; C: 978-604-8835; gdarbo6844@aol.com 

Post Mailing Address: VFW Post 11373, c/o Commander, PO Box 1012, Hollis, NH 03049 

Post Website: http://www.hollisvfw.org/ 
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